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Pat began the Mindal dynasty with her first Abyssinian, Tchanton Emir Dale, and joined the R.A.S. in 1962. Others were also attracted to these delightful cats and it 
wasn’t long before it was  felt a specialist club was needed promote the breed. The Abyssinian Cat Club of Australasia was formed in October 1966, with twenty two members; Pat became its first President, a role she was to hold on three other occasions.
With a rapidly growing breed, both in number and popularity, Pat provided clear thinking and measured leadership for club members, regular shows gave judges every opportunity to assess and become familiar with the breed. In 1970 she was elected to the R.A.S. Feline Management Committee on which she served continuously for thirteen years.  She was often the R.A.S. Show Representative around Sydney and also assisted behind the scenes at trainee judges courses. Her comprehensive breed lectures reflected not only her scientific training but also her love of the Aby.  

Not many people may claim to have been the founder of a new cat breed, however this is a claim that may be made by Pat. Her commitment to establishing and documenting background to the Somali in Australia was painstaking. Some of this documentation appeared in various publications, both in Australia and overseas, (CFA Yearbook 1978, the U.K. Somali Cat Club Journal, Winter 1984), locally her records were described by the editor of the RAS CC of NSW in a Journal article, as a Remarkable Case History of the Somali Abyssinian in Australia, (9th Feb.1981).  Of course, detailed references also appeared a number of times in the Abyssinian Journal of Australasia. 

Pat became enchanted with longhaired Abyssinians when she saw at a show, a red female kitten in 1966. The kitten was not for sale. Jumping almost ten years, Pat’s personal experience began when a Tasmanian Aby queen was sent to one of her stud cats for mating. That mating resulted in a litter of three kittens, one was kept by the breeder Susan Lonergan, a male for a future stud. This young male developed quickly and in an unplanned mating, produced Bahrahman Rum Tum Toad who became the first longhaired cinnamon/sorrel Abyssinian Pat owned.
 A group of breeders was established using a queen who was a great-grand- daughter of Bruerne Achilles (UK) who was known to carry the longhair gene.  Careful plans were made for breeding and Pat started on a marathon effort to record these longhaired Aby’s breedings under the provisional status. To meet the requirements  necessitated five experienced breeders working with the long hair in thirty cats, all progeny being sound. These records were eventually submitted to the RAS CC, for recognition so the breed was subsequently recognised and adopted the name (Somali) used in the USA.   

Never one to rest on her laurels’ Pat’s next project was to realise the dream of a ‘blue’ Somali.  In 1985, Pat bred her Gr.Ch. Mindal Hereke to a blue Aby stud Gr. Ch. Lorengal Barrow Bambi III (USA) producing Mindal Kooa. Breeding her own blue Somali remained elusive for Pat, but eventually her efforts were rewarded through other breeders carrying on the challenge through line breeding. Of three kittens born in 1985, one Mindal Ootek went at stud and was mated to his sister. Mindal Kooa. The mating of these two produced a shorthair blue male Mindal Blue Max.  Max went back to live with Pat. Mated to his grandmother Hereke he produced a Somali Variant, Mindal Moab who went at stud and was mated back to his other grandmother Mindal Kooa, Moab proved he carried both the blue and the longhair gene. Out of four kittens born to Kooa, Farrington Aleutia proved to be a blue. Not long after, an A.C.T. cattery  produced a blue Somali female that was named Lady Patricia in Pat’s honour. 

Pat never lost her interest in the Aby and Somali breeds and continued to support the A.CC of A club attending meetings until just nine months before her death in August 2009.
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